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READING GUIDE for 2013

For several years, Books to Bridge the Region has joined with the Northwest Indiana
Literacy Coalition and its affiliates, along with many area libraries to distribute “Lit Kits”
containing books, discussion guides and bookmarks to every school and library in our
7-county region. We gratefully acknowledge the hard work of our partners in literacy.
2007 Theme: Our Choices, Our World
Books: Into the Forest by Jean Hegland; Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat;
Flush by Carl Hiassen; The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry
2008 Theme: Journeys and Quests
Books: Shadow Divers by Robert Kurson; The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan;
The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman by Darcy Pattison
2009 Theme: Family Matters
Books: The Ride of Our Lives by Mike Leonard; The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963
by Christopher Paul Curtis; A Day with Wilbur Robinson by William Joyce

Selections for three reading levels:

ADULTS/TEEN — Ashfall
MIDDLE READER — I Survived Hurricane Katrina,
2005
PICTURE/EASY — Owen & Mzee: The True Story
of a Remarkable Friendship

2010 Theme: Put Your Nose in a Book, NWI
Books: Bowling Across America by Mike Walsh; Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney;
I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato by Lauren Child
2011 Theme: Learning From the Past; Empowering Our Future
Books: Hart’s War by John Katzenbach; The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne;
Boxes for Katje by Candace Fleming.
2012 Theme: Where in the World Are You From?
Books: Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok; American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang;
Tico and the Golden Wings by Leo Lionni.

“Even the sky was terrified of this storm.”
— I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005

Introduction
The 7th annual Books to Bridge the Region is a reading initiative
for all ages, encompassing seven Northwest Indiana counties:
Jasper, Lake, La Porte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, and Starke.
Books to Bridge the Region is a collaborative effort, is not owned
or managed by any one entity, and does not intend to replace other area
“One Read” programs. On the contrary, Books to Bridge the Region
encourages participation in all programs that foster reading.

Goals
The goals of Books to Bridge the Region are to promote literacy,
to create conversations among communities, and to foster critical
thinking related to a topic.

Rationale
Books to Bridge the Region uses a themed approach with selections
at several reading levels so that families can read together, and readers
of all ages can enjoy the conversations generated by these books.
The books were selected for their subject matter, writing quality, and
reading pleasure. We hope that participants will enjoy the books, and find
much to discuss with members of their families and communities.
Have a smartphone ? Scanning the
QR code at left will take you to
Books to Bridge the Region’s website,
where you can view the latest news
as well as event updates.

The views of the authors are not necessarily those of the BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION
committee, its funders or participating entities. You are encouraged to read the books first to
determine their suitability for your family or organization. Those participating in or
attending programs sponsored by BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION or its participating
entities agree to hold BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION and such entities harmless from any
illness, injury, damages, or other consequences that result from participation or attendance.

“But it was clear that the bond between
Owen and Mzee was helping the baby hippo
to recover from being separated from his mother
and stranded in the sea..”
Related Materials
Children’s books related to the theme of “Forces of Nature: What Would You
Do?” (Put a check next to books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited.)
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Best Friends: The True Story of Owen and Mzee by Roberta Edwards
Castaway Cats by Lisa Wheeler
Down Comes the Rain by Franklyn M. Branley
Ice Wreck by Lucille Recht Penner
Knut: How One Little Polar Bear Captivated the World by Craig Hatkoff,
Julianna Hatkoff, Isabella Hatkoff, and Dr. Gerald R. Uhlich
One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical Folk Tale by Demi
Over and Under the Snow by Kate Messner
Step Gently Out by Helen Frost
Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss
Tornado by Betsy Byars
Winter’s Tale: How One Little Dolphin Learned to Swim Again by Craig
Hatkoff, Julianna Hatkoff, and Isabella Hatkoff

Website recommendations:
□

Owen and Mzee have a website at www.owenandmzee.com/omweb/
home.html.

□

A documentary and various videos of Owen & Mzee can be viewed at
www.owenandmzee.com/omweb/flash/mediacenter/
mediacenter.html. The site also contains animated shorts called
“Hipposodes.”

□

The Scholastic, Inc. website about Owen & Mzee includes some great
activities, like making a tortoise shell quilt and creating a map of Haller
Park at www.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=669.

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org.

2013 List of Titles

Discussion Questions
□

What are some things that the villagers did to try and save Owen?

□

How did Owen feel about being rescued at first? How do you know
this?

□

What does the name “Mzee” mean in the Swahili language?

□

In what ways are Owen and Mzee different? In what ways are they
similar?

□

Owen and Mzee are friends, even though they look very different.
In what ways are your friends different from you? In what ways
are they similar?

□

How did Mzee’s life change because of Owen?

□

What could you do to get along better with someone that is
very different from you?

□

It is often said that very old tortoises have a lot of wisdom. Do you
think Mzee displays wisdom?

□

The book’s title calls Owen and Mzee’s friendship “remarkable.”
What other remarkable friendships do you know of? What makes them
so special?

Activity Ideas
□

Pretend you are a new person at a brand new school and it was your
first day. In each class there were one or two students who went up
to you and said hi, asked your name, and told you theirs. How would
that make you feel? What if the opposite happened? How would you
feel if the other students just ignored you?
from a lesson plan on Caring developed by Ellen Turverey, 8th Grade Counselor
at Newport Mill Middle School of Kensington, MD, a 2007 National School of Character.
www.character.org/lessons/lesson-plans/mixed/newport-mill-middle-school/

□

Divide the classroom in half, and instruct students on one side to draw
pictures of Owen and students on the other half of the room to draw
Mzee. When all drawings are complete, ask students to have their
character make friends with a counterpart on the other side of the room.

□

Create Owen and Mzee puppets using the cutouts on the webpage
www.owenandmzee.com/omweb/activitypages.html.

You can download and print this guide at www.books2bridge.org.

Adult/Teen Selection: Ashfall by Mike Mullin
Middle Reader Selection: I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005
by Lauren Tarshis
Picture Book/Easy Selection: Owen & Mzee: The True Story of
a Remarkable Friendship by Isabella
Hatkoff, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula
Kahumbu

Programs and Events
Fri., Oct. 4
10:00 a.m.

11th Annual Time Out for Reading —
Join thousands across Northwest Indiana and
“Put Your Nose in a Book!” For information,
go to www.nwiliteracy.org. (Sponsored by
the Northwest Indiana Literacy Coalition,
Hammond Reads, and other literacy partners.)

September November

Books to Bridge the Region partners with Purdue University
Calumet, Ivy Tech Community College, and other
organizations to plan exciting programs relating to this year’s
theme. To view the calendar and see program details as they
become available, visit our website, www.books2bridge.org
In addition, many area libraries will host book discussions
and other Books to Bridge the Region events. Contact your
local library for more information, or check the events
calendar at our website.
Organizations are also invited and encouraged to plan
events, using this year’s theme, selected books, or related
titles. Feel free to tailor your event to suit your audience,
membership, schedule or budget. Examples of events are
film screenings, book discussions, readers’ theater, lectures
or presentations, service projects, and visual or creative arts.
Use your imagination! Events that are open to the public
may be submitted for inclusion on our online calendar.

2013 Adult/Teen Selection:

Ashfall
by Mike Mullin
Many visitors to Yellowstone National Park don’t
realize that the boiling hot springs and spraying
geysers are caused by an underlying supervolcano. It
has erupted three times in the last 2.1 million years,
and it will erupt again, changing the earth forever.
Fifteen-year-old Alex is home alone when
Yellowstone erupts. His town collapses into a
nightmare of darkness, ash, and violence, forcing him
to flee. He begins a harrowing trek in search of his
parents and sister, who were visiting relatives
140 miles away.
Along the way, Alex struggles through a landscape
transformed by more than a foot of ash. The disaster brings out the best
and worst in people desperate for food, clean water, and shelter. When an
escaped convict injures Alex, he searches for a sheltered place where he can
wait—to heal or to die. Instead, he finds Darla. Together, they fight to
achieve a nearly impossible goal: surviving the supervolcano.

“There was a rumble, almost too low to hear,
and the house shook a little.
An earthquake, maybe, although
we never have earthquakes in Iowa.”
Awards and Reviews
10 Teen Reads You Can't Miss, Entertainment Weekly
International Reading Association, 2012 Young Adults’ Choices list
Center for the Book, Best Children/YA Books of Indiana 2011 Winner
National Public Radio, 2011’s Top 5 YA Novels, “This post-apocalyptic tale
is one that combines reality with the stuff of nightmares, crawls under your
skin, and forces you to question your own courage and survival instincts.”
Kirkus Reviews, Best Teen Books of 2011, “In this chilling debut,
Mullin seamlessly weaves meticulous details about science, geography,
agriculture and slaughter into his prose, creating a fully immersive and
internally consistent world scarily close to reality.”

About the Author:
Craig Hatkoff
Craig Hatkoff’s mission as an author is to
share remarkable stories of hope and friendship
about real animals and real world issues, while
also empowering kids and their parents to help
save our planet. He and his daughter Isabella
coauthored several bestselling books about Owen
and Mzee. Another daughter, Julianna, has also
coauthored books with her father.
Other titles by the Hatkoffs include books
about Knut (a baby polar bear in Germany) and Miza (a young
orphaned mountain gorilla in the Congo). The Hatkoffs’ Winter’s Tail:
How One Little Dolphin Learned to Swim Again, is their first
American-based subject. It is the inspiring true story of Winter, who as
a two-month-old dolphin lost her tail after becoming entangled in a
crab trap. Winter was rescued off the coast of Cape Canaveral and
brought to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium, where she was treated
and fitted with a prosthetic tail, designed to be flexible enough for
movement and durable enough for swimming. Winter’s story is a
testament to the power of love, friendship, and understanding for
those who face incredible challenges.
In addition to being an author, Craig Hatkoff is cofounder of the
Tribeca Film Festival, along with his wife Jane Rosenthal and Robert
De Niro. He is the founder and chairman of Turtle Pond Publications
LLC, a private entertainment- and media-based company in New York
and is also involved in a number of charitable and civic endeavors.

“The villagers now saw only one
hippopotamus in the sea – a baby without
his mother, stranded on a sandy coral
reef among the sea grass.”
Craig Hatkoff photo © Brigitte Lacombe. Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a RemarkableFriendship by Isabella Hatkoff, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula Kahumbu. Text ©2006 by Turtle
Pond Publications LLC and Lafarge Eco Systems Ltd. Photographs © 2006, 2005 by Peter
Greste. Book design by Elizabeth B. Parisi. Published 2006 by Scholastic , Inc. Used with
permission.

2013 Picture Book/Easy Selection:

Owen & Mzee: The True Story
of a Remarkable Friendship
by Isabella Hatkoff, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula Kahumbu
This is the inspiring true story of
two great friends, a baby hippo named
Owen and a 130-year-old giant tortoise
named Mzee (Mm-ZAY).
When Owen was stranded after the
Dec. 2004 tsunami, villagers in Kenya
worked tirelessly to rescue him. Then, to
everyone’s amazement, the orphan
hippo and the elderly tortoise adopted
each other. Now they are inseparable,
swimming, eating, and playing together.
Adorable photos e-mailed from
friend to friend quickly made them worldwide celebrities. Here is a
joyous reminder that in times of trouble, friendship is stronger than the
differences that too often pull us apart.

“Mzee [mm-ZAY] is a Swahili word
meaning ‘elder,’ or ‘wise old man.’”
Awards and Reviews

About the Author:
Mike Mullin
Mike Mullin first discovered he could make
money writing in sixth grade. His teacher, Mrs.
Brannon, occasionally paid students for using unusual
words. Mike’s first sale as a writer earned 10 cents for
one word: tenacious.
Since then, Mike has always been involved with
literature. One of his early jobs was shelving books at
Central Library in Indianapolis. Later, he paid his way
through graduate school in part by serving as a
reference assistant for Indiana University's library.
Mike wrote his first novel in elementary school — Captain Poopy’s
Sewer Adventures. He’s been writing more or less non-stop ever since.
Ashfall was his first published novel, followed by the eagerly awaited sequel,
Ashen Winter. The final book in the trilogy is due in Spring, 2014.
Mike holds a black belt in Songahm Taekwondo. He lives in
Indianapolis with his wife and her three cats.

Activity Ideas
□

What are supervolcanoes and where in the world are they? Find out at
this Discovery Channel site: http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/
supervolcano/others/others.html. Using a map or globe, mark where
they are located. Which one is closest to where you live?

□

Visit author Mike Mullin’s blog at http://mikemullin.blogspot.com/
2012/01/east-coasttour.html for a short clip on his taekwondo
demonstration. How do the teachings of respect and peace factor into
Alex’s decisions to use this martial art form throughout the story?
When does he forget about these principles?

□

Brainstorm examples of historical or modern-day heroes. What do you
think makes people risk their lives for strangers? How do you think
you would react in similar situations? How does hurting someone else
compare to ignoring someone in need?

#1 New York Times bestseller
ALA Notable Children’s Book
Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Platinum Book Award
"'Remarkable' seems too tame a word for this memorable book
about a friendship between two wild creatures."
— Publishers Weekly
“The text and the back matter are brimming with information about the
animals, their caregivers, and the locale. This touching story of the power
of a surprising friendship to mitigate the experience of loss is full of heart
and hope.” – School Library Journal

Mike Mullin photo © Larry Endicott. Ashfall text © 2010 by Mike Mullin; cover photo by
Ana Correal; cover design by Amy Alick Perich. Published by Tanglewood Press. Used with
permission.

Discussion Questions
□

How does Alex feel about his family at the beginning of the story?
How do his feelings evolve as the story progresses?

□

Alex describes the hours hiding in Joe and Darren’s bathtub as “terrified
boredom.” How can something be both terrifying and boring at the same
time?

□

□

At the end of chapter 6, Alex looks at himself and Joe covered in white ash
and thinks, “The ash looked almost white in the dim light, giving us a
ghostly aspect. Maybe we were ghosts of a sort, spirits of the world that
had died when the volcano erupted. Now we haunted a changed land.”
Do you agree with this metaphor?
What are the rules that Principal Kloptsky sets up for the refugees at
Alex’s high school? Do these strict rules make sense? What kind of rules
would you enforce if you were running the shelter?

□

How does Darla act when she first meets Alex? How does her mother,
Mrs. Edmunds, act? Why are their reactions to Alex so different?

□

How does Alex reconcile his need to survive with his need to retain his
humanity?

□

Why are the refugees at the F.E.M.A. camp treated so poorly? How does
living in the camp change Alex and Darla for the better and for the worse?

□

As Alex starts to have feelings for Darla, he thinks, “I wish we’d met
before the eruption, when everything was normal. Maybe then she would
have seen me as something more than a helpless kid.” How might Darla
have narrated this scene? Would she have liked Alex better before the
eruption? Why or why not?

□

Why does the rabbit become so important to Darla after she and Alex
flee from her farm?

□

When Alex gives away some of their food to a mother and children,
Darla says that “it was dumb, not wrong.” What does she mean? How
can something be “dumb” and yet the right thing to do?

□

“Even the sky was terrified of this storm.”
Related Materials
Middle reader books related to the theme of “Forces of Nature: What Would
You Do?” (Put a check next to books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited.)
Other books in the I Survived Series by Lauren Tarshis:
□ I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912
□ I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916
□ I Survived the San Francisco Earthquake, 1906
□ I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011
□ A Long Walk to Water by Lnda Sue Park
□ Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen
□ The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906
by Laurence Yep
□ Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
□ Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer
□ My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
□ Storm Runners by Roland Smith
□ Stranded by Jeff Probst
Website recommendations:
□

Scholastic, Inc. has a website with information and graphics for the “I
Survived” series at www.scholastic.com/ISurvived/bookKatrina.htm.

□

Storyworks magazine contains lots of classroom activities and
additional information about Hurricane Katrina at
http://storyworks.scholastic.com/reproducible-archive/september-2011.

□

National Geographic displays a detailed timeline of Hurricane Katrina at
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/ news/2005/09/0914_050914_
katrina_timeline.html

Why is Alex hopeful at the end of the story? Should he be? Why or
why not?
□

Author’s website: www.laurentarshis.com/.

“There was no dawn the next day.”
You can download and print this guide at www.books2bridge.org.

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org.

Discussion Questions

“For the first time ever, I felt ashamed
of my species. The volcano had taken our
homes, our food, our automobiles, and our
airplanes, but it hadn’t taken our humanity.
No, we’d given that up on our own.”

□

What information did you know about Hurricane Katrina before
you read the book?

□

In the beginning of I Survived Hurricane Katrina, Barry is afraid
of everything. How do the dramatic events in the book affect him?

□

Why doesn’t Barry’s family evacuate?

□

How does Barry end up in the floodwaters?

□

What does Barry see, hear, and feel that shows the devastating effects
of the hurricane?

Related Materials

□

Why does Barry try to save Cruz? What would you do in his situation?

□

Did any of the events in the book surprise you? Which ones?

Adult and Teen books related to the theme of “Forces of Nature: What Would
You Do?” (Put a check next to books you’ve read, or web sites you’ve visited.)

□

What can you conclude about the conditions in New Orleans after
the hurricane?

□

How has Barry changed by the end of the story?

□

Do you think that Barry was a lucky character or an unlucky character?

□

In addition to the story about Barry and his family (fiction), the book
includes sections with facts about the real Hurricane Katrina (fact).
Which do you like to read most, fact or fiction? Why?

□

How do you think you would feel in Barry’s situation? What would you
do to help yourself survive?

□

I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 is just one title in the “I Survived”
series of books. What other events or disasters do you think would
make an interesting and exciting story?

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

“Barry thought of Atlantis,
a city lost under the ocean . . .
was that what would become of
New Orleans?”

□

Website recommendations:
□
□
□

You can download and print this guide at www.books2bridge.org.

Ashen Winter by Mike Mullin
Brushfire Plague by R.P. Ruggiero
Divergent by Veronica Roth
Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage by Alfred Lansing
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex
by Nathaniel Philbrick
The Johnstown Flood by David McCullough
The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger
The Pulse: A Novel of Surviving the Collapse of the Grid by Scott B.
Williams
Touching the Void: The True Story of One Man’s Miraculous Survival
by Joe Simpson
Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the
Chilean Desert by Marc Aronson
Zeitoun by Dave Eggers

Visit the U.S. Geological Survey site at www.solcomhouse.com/
yellowstone.htm to watch three short video clips (about seven minutes
each) that give some background on the Yellowstone supervolcano.
For more facts and future predictions, go to http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/
yvo/publications/2009/greatesthits.php.
Author’s website: www.mikemullinauthor.com or www.ashfallbook.com

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org.

2013 Middle Reader Selection:

I Survived
Hurricane Katrina, 2005
by Lauren Tarshis
The horror of Hurricane Katrina is brought vividly
to life in this fictional account of a boy, a dog, and the
storm of the century.
Barry’s family tries to evacuate before Hurricane
Katrina hits their home in New Orleans. But when
Barry’s little sister gets terribly sick, they’re forced to
stay home and wait out the storm.
At first, Katrina doesn't seem to be as bad as
predicted. But overnight the levees break, and Barry’s
world is literally torn apart. He’s swept away by the
floodwaters, away from his family. Can he survive the
storm of the century — alone?

“Some people said the levees weren’t strong
enough for a really big storm.”
Awards and Reviews
“Expressive illustrations capture the drama of the storm and
its aftermath, but the book’s real power comes from its exploration
of what it means to be a hero.” — Booklist
“This title in the ‘I Survived’ series offers fast dialogue, faster action,
threats—not only from Hurricane Katrina but a neighborhood bully and
his "killer" dog—and the compelling example of a boy who finds strength
and courage he never knew he had.” – Children’s Literature
“The author's research and respect for the survivors of Katrina make this
a realistic and gripping account that steers clear of sensationalism and
sentimentality. Following the main text are ‘After the Storm: Questions
about Katrina’ and ‘Facts about Hurricane Katrina,’ both ideal for setting
young readers who have been enthralled by Barry's story on a path to
discovering more about the true story of Katrina and its aftermath.”
– Kirkus Reviews

About the Author:
Lauren Tarshis
Lauren Tarshis is the author of the “I
Survived” series, which has more than 4.5 million
copies in print since the debut of I Survived the
Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 in the summer of
2010.
Lauren is also the author of the critically
acclaimed Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree,
a Golden Kite honor book for fiction and Oprah
Book Club pick; and the sequel, Emma-Jean
Lazarus Fell in Love.
In addition to writing books, Lauren is an editorial director for
language arts at Scholastic, and the editor of Storyworks magazine, an
award-winning language arts magazine read by 350,000 children in
grades 3-5. She also oversees Scope magazine, a language arts magazine
for middle-schoolers.

Activity Ideas
□

Storyworks magazine from Scholastic, Inc. has a wonderful webpage
with lesson plans related to I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005.
Go to http://storyworks.scholastic.com/Scholastic/storyworks/
resource/PDF/September%202011/TE/Sept2011webTE.play.pdf.

□

Enact Barry’s story in the form of a play. Create your own script,
or print one available at http://storyworks.scholastic.com/
reproducible-archive/september-2011.

□

The “I Survived” series of books contains many more titles. Design
an activity about many different types of survival.

□

In 2012, the eastern seaboard of the U.S. was devastated by another
major storm called Hurricane Sandy. Compare the two hurricanes
and their aftermath on the regions they affected.

Lauren Tarshis photo © David Dreyfuss. I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 by Lauren
Tarshis; illustrated by Scott Dawson; designed by Tim Hall. Text © 2011 by Lauren Tarshis;
illustrations © 2011 by Scholastic. Published 2011 by Scholastic Inc. Used with permission.

