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Books to Bridge the Region (B2BR) is a reading initiative encompassing the Northwest  

Indiana counties of Jasper, Lake, La Porte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski and Starke. Its mis-

sion is to connect our communities through reading and to promote literacy in our  

seven counties. It is our hope that families/communities will read together, and that readers of all ages can enjoy the 

conversations generated by these books.  B2BR is an all-volunteer group whose members represent a variety of or-

ganizations and institutions such as universities, adult education, public libraries, literacy organizations/coalitions, 

book stores, media, etc. B2BR welcomes new members who are interested in promoting literacy and fostering 

reading among residents of the Calumet Region. 
 

B2BR identifies a theme for each year, and selects books at three 

reading levels.  Our 2014 theme is “Ordinary People, Extraordi-

nary Deeds.”  This year’s book selections are: 

 ADULT: Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend, by Matthew Dicks 
 MIDDLE: The View from Saturday, by E. L. Konigsburg 
 CHILDREN/EASY: Heartprints, by P. K. Hallinan 

ADULT TITLE: Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend, by Matthew Dicks 
 

ABOUT THE BOOK: When Max, a young, autistic boy, is abducted from school, his imagi-
nary friend, Budo, is the only witness to the crime. Unable to tell anyone, since Max is the 
only human who can see or hear him, Budo sets out on a courageous quest to save Max.  
How can an imaginary being take action in the real world?  And if the day comes when 
Max stops needing an imaginary friend, will Budo disappear forever?   
 

The book’s author, Matthew Dicks, is an award-winning storyteller and educator.  
Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend takes an imaginative look at issues that run far deeper 
than they might first appear. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Matthew Dicks is the author of the novels Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend, Something 
Missing and Unexpectedly, Milo and the rock opera The Clowns. He has published work in The Hartford Courant, 
The Huffington Post, The Christian Science Monitor and on the Washington Post-Los Angeles Time wire service. 
He is an elementary school teacher, a storyteller and public speaker, a blogger, a wedding DJ, a 
minister, a life coach and a Lord of Sealand. He is a former West Hartford Teacher of the Year and a 
finalist for Connecticut Teacher of the Year. 
 

Matthew is a 12-time Moth StorySLAM champion and a Moth Mainstage performer whose stories 
have been featured on the Moth Radio Hour and their weekly podcast. He has also told stories for 
TED, The Story Collider, Literary Death Match, The Mouth and many others. He is the founder and 
producer of Speak Up, a Hartford-based storytelling organization. He and his wife (and fellow 
teacher), Elysha, have two children. 
 

AWARDS AND REVIEWS: 2014 Dolly Gray Award “for promoting high quality children’s literature that  
includes positive and realistic characters with developmental disabilities.” 
 

"An incredibly captivating novel about the wonder of youth and the importance of friendship, whether real or 
imagined. Delightfully compelling reading." — Booklist 
 

"[A] fun read and engaging exploration of the vibrant world of a child's imagination." — Publishers Weekly 
 

"Quirky and heartwarming" — Kirkus 
 

"Funny, poignant . . . Budo's world is as realistic as he is imaginary. We would all be lucky to have Budo at our 
sides. Reading his memoir is the next best thing." — Library Journal 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 “I am not imaginary,” says Budo. Do you believe him?  

 Max’s mother wants desperately to understand what is wrong with Max, while his father wants desperate-
ly to believe that there is nothing wrong. Who do you side with?  

 Budo straddles many worlds: child and adult; real and imaginary. Could the same be said for other  
characters in this book?  

Additional discussion questions may be found in the following: 
Downloadable reading guide at http://media.us.macmillan.com/rggguides/9781250031853RGG.pdf 
Downloadable discussion guide at http://media.us.macmillan.com/discussionguides/9781250031853DG.pdf 
 

CREDITS: Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend © 2012 by Matthew Dicks. published by St. Martin’s Griffin,  
an imprint of Macmillan.  Author photo: Holly M Williams. Book cover: Design by Olga Grlic. Cover photo-
graphs: field © Hektor/Shutterstock.com; shoes ©Aaron Amat/Shutterstock.com; hand lettering © Iskra.  
Book cover and author photo courtesy of Macmillan USA.  



CHILDREN’S/EASY TITLE: Heartprints, by P. K. Hallinan 
 

ABOUT THE BOOK: This book is suitable for ages 3 to 6 years. In this delightful book, the 
author weaves a story of children helping others and leaving heartprints all 
along the way. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: P.K. was born in Los Angeles in 1944 and spent his 
youth primarily in Bethesda, Maryland and in the San Fernando Valley. He  
began writing children's books 40 years ago when his wife asked him to 
make a book for their two young sons as a Christmas gift. Since then, P.K.  
has written and illustrated nearly 100 children's books and has sold more 
than 9,000,000 copies worldwide. Although P.K. never studied art, his  

disappointment with the work of the artist assigned to illustrate his first book motivated him to learn to 
draw. He has been illustrating his own books ever since. 

  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 What might cause someone to feel sad? 
 What can you do to make someone feel better? 
 How do you feel when you do something nice for somebody else? 
 What is the difference between a fingerprint and a heartprint? 
  

CREDITS:  Heartprints, ©1999 by P. K. Hallinan. Published by Ideals Children’s Books, an imprint of Ideals 
Publications, A Guidepost Company. Book cover: illustrated by P. K. Hallinan; design by Jenny Hancock. Used 
with permission. Author photo: Pam Danielle Photography; used with permission. 

MIDDLE READER TITLE: The View from Saturday, by E. L. Konigsburg 
 

ABOUT THE BOOK:  
How had Mrs. Olinski chosen her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? She had a number of  
answers. But were any of them true? How had she really chosen Noah and Nadia and Ethan 
and Julian? And why did they make such a good team?  
 

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the  
attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade  
class in the Academic Bowl competition. Each of the four students narrates one chapter  
related both to the development of the team, and to a question in the state 
championship final. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  
Elaine Lobl Konigsburg was born in New York City, but spent most of her life in small towns 
in Pennsylvania. She taught science at a private girls’ school. She was the author of From the 
Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, and is one of six writers to win two Newbery Med-
als. Her book, Throwing Shadows , received the Phoenix Award in 1999. She was the U.S. 
nominee in 2006 for the Hans Christian Andersen Award. She died on April 19, 2013 at age 83.  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 What does the title of the book mean? 
 The four sixth graders on Mrs. Olinski's academic team call themselves "The Souls." Mrs. Olinski tells them 

that "they were a team as soon as they became 'The Souls.'" Why is "The Souls" a good name for these four 
students? 

 Nadia and her father help Grandpa Izzy and Margaret save the turtles. How do the turtles help Nadia? 
What does Nadia's father mean when he says, "And there will be times when you or I will need a lift be-
tween switches"? 

 Ethan says, “Sometimes silence is a habit that hurts.” What does this mean? 
 

A guide may be purchased at Scholastic.com or visit http://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=7109&a=1.  
A reading guide from Simon & Schuster is online at http://books.simonandschuster.com/View-From-Saturday/ 
E-L-Konigsburg/9780689809934/reading_group_guide 
 

AWARDS: Newbery Medal, 1997 

CREDITS:   The View from Saturday © 1996 by E. L. Konigsburg; published by Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster. Book cover: design by Becky Terhune and Anne Scatto; image cour-
tesy of Simon & Schuster. Author photo: Ron Kunzman; image courtesy of Simon & Schuster. 

2007: “Our Choices, Our World” 

2008: “Journeys and Quests” 

2009:  “Family Matters” 

2010:  “Put Your Nose in a Book, NWI” 

2011: “Learning From Our Past; Empowering Our Future” 

2012:  “Where in the World Are You From?” 

2013:  “Forces of Nature: What Would YOU Do?” 

Thank you to our funders: Purdue University Calumet and Ivy Tech Community College- Northwest Region. 

Like us on Facebook! Visit www.books2bridge.org to see upcoming events, as well as resources from past years: 


