Books to Bridge the Region (B2BR) is a reading initiative encompassing the
Northwest Indiana counties of Jasper, Lake, La Porte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski and
Starke. Its mission is to connect our communities through reading and to promote
literacy in our seven counties. It is our hope that families/communities will read
together, and that readers of all ages can enjoy the conversations generated by
these books. B2BR is an all-volunteer group whose members represent a variety
of organizations and institutions such as universities, adult education, public libraries, literacy organizations/
coalitions, book stores, media, etc. B2BR welcomes new members who are interested in promoting literacy and
fostering reading among residents of the Calumet Region.
B2BR identifies a theme for each year, and selects books at three reading levels.
In our 10th anniversary year we are celebrating our home state’s Bicentennial with
the 2016 theme, “Read-INdiana.” This year’s book selections are:
 ADULT: Invincible, Indiana by Nate Dunlevy
 MIDDLE: The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis

 CHILDREN/EASY: H is For Hoosier: An Indiana Alphabet by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds

& Bruce Langton
PO Box 606, Hammond, IN 46325-0606  www.books2bridge.org  E-mail: info@books2bridge.org

“Once upon a time in Indiana . . . Giants roamed the land . . . and Davids stalked them.”
— Invincible, Indiana
ADULT TITLE: Invincible, Indiana by Nate Dunlevy
ABOUT THE BOOK: Dale Cooper arrived in tiny Invincible, Indiana determined to coach his
way to a better job. He never bargained for a clueless principal, a bitter star, a racist point
guard, and a town fiercely proud of 49 consecutive seasons of finishing exactly .500. When it
becomes apparent to Dale that neither the town nor his players have any interest in winning,
he devises a way to turn everyone's expectations upside down. His gambit forces Invincible to
strive for greatness if only to keep their dreams of mediocrity alive.
Set in 1996-1997, Invincible, Indiana explores the myths and motivations that led to the
demise of the 'single class tournament' that was the bedrock of Indiana mythology. Both
funny and heartbreakingly serious, Invincible, Indiana unpacks the core of the Hoosier state's
love affair with basketball.
Invincible, Indiana will make you laugh, cry, and cheer, but most of all it will make you rethink everything you
thought you knew about the hysteria that was basketball in Indiana. [From the publisher]
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Author Nate Dunlevy is already one of the most popular voices in
Indiana sports coverage. His first book, Blue Blood: Tales of Glory of the Indianapolis Colts,
explored the fragile history of the Colts as they fought for a place at the table and struggled to
overcome the basketball bias inherent in Indiana. Now he takes on the traumatic final days of
one class basketball, using the travails of fictional Invincible, Indiana to consider questions of
greatness, fate, and the full court press.
Nate was born and raised in Indianapolis where he currently lives with his wife Deborah
and their three children. A graduate of Pike High School and Grace College and Theological
Seminary, Nate has a master’s degree in Intercultural Studies and spent most of the decade of the 2000s living and
working in Argentina.
For the record, Nate finished Invincible, Indiana in June of 2009 and watched in horror as Gordon Hayward’s shot
for Butler University rimmed out against Duke the next year. He may never recover.
Nate’s wife, Deborah, is also a writer. The Book of Sight, The Broken Circle, and The Secret Source are her first
three novels and will soon be followed by two more in the Book of Sight series.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS: Invincible, Indiana has been selected for the Next Indiana Bookshelf, a collection of
titles designed to encourage Hoosiers to think, read and talk about the present and future of our state.
CREDITS: Invincible, Indiana, © 2009 by Nathanael Dunlevy. Published in the United States by Madison House
Publishing. Book design by Matt Hasenbalg. Cover image and author photo © 2011 - Madison House Publishing,
www.madisonhousepublishing.com. All Rights Reserved.

NATE DUNLEVY VISITS NORTHWEST INDIANA IN NOVEMBER 2016. For details, visit www.books2bridge.org

MIDDLE READER TITLE: The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis
ABOUT THE BOOK: “We are a family on a journey to a place called wonderful” is the motto
of Deza Malone’s family. Deza is the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out by
teachers for a special path in life. But it’s 1936 and the Great Depression has hit Gary hard.
When her beloved father leaves to find work elsewhere, Deza, Mother, and her older brother,
Jimmie, go in search of him, and end up in a Hooverville outside Flint, Michigan. Jimmie’s
beautiful voice inspires him to leave the camp to be a performer, while Deza and Mother find a
new home, and cling to the hope that they will find Father. The twists and turns of their story
reveal the devastation of the Depression and prove that Deza truly is the Mighty Miss Malone.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Flint, Michigan, Christopher Paul Curtis spent
his first 13 years after high school on the assembly line of Flint’s historic
Fisher Body Plant # 1. His job entailed hanging car doors, and it left him with an aversion to
getting into and out of large automobiles—particularly big Buicks.
Curtis’s writing has been greatly influenced by his family members. With grandfathers like
Earl “Lefty” Lewis, a Negro Baseball League pitcher, and 1930s bandleader Herman E. Curtis, Sr.,
of Herman Curtis and the Dusky Devastators of the Depression, it is easy to see why Christopher
Paul Curtis was destined to become an entertainer. [From the publisher]
AWARDS/REVIEWS: National Parenting Publications Awards (NAPPA) Gold Award Winner.
Also chosen by Publisher’s Weekly as Best Children’s Book of 2012.
LESSON PLAN: The following link to the Random House Educators Guide features curriculum connections for using
The Mighty Miss Malone in Social Studies, Language Arts, Science/Health and other academic areas:
www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780385734912.pdf
CREDITS: The Mighty Miss Malone © 2012 by Christopher Paul Curtis. Cover art © 2012 by Eva Kolenko.
Published by Scholastic; originally published by Wendy Lamb, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books.
Author website: www.nobodybutcurtis.com

CHILDREN’S/EASY TITLE: H is for Hoosier by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds,
illustrated by Bruce Langton
ABOUT THE BOOK: Indiana is called the Hoosier State and its people are known as
Hoosiers, although historians don't really know why. They do,
however, have several ideas about the origins of the famous
nickname. Children can learn these origins and other facts about
the Hoosier state in this beautifully illustrated alphabet book.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cynthia is an award-winning journalist. Her
byline has appeared in newspapers, magazines and books. She first
launched her quest for intriguing words and lilting rhymes when
she wrote L is for Lobster: A Maine Alphabet and S is for Star:
A Christmas Alphabet. Cynthia and her husband have three children. She loves to visit schools.
ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR: From illustrating books and collector plates to producing over 100
limited edition prints and etchings, Bruce is proud to have carved a name in art history. Through
generous contributions and the motivation of nature, he has helped raise many thousands of
dollars for conservation. Today, Bruce resides in Indiana with his wife and two sons.
AWARDS/REVIEWS: Young Hoosier Book Award Nominee — Picture Book (2004).
LESSON PLAN: A downloadable lesson plan is at http://sleepingbearpress.com/teaching_guides
CREDITS: H is for Hoosier, text ©2001 by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds; illustrations ©2001 by Bruce Langton;
published by Sleeping Bear Press. Cynthia Furlong Reynolds photo from www.cynthiafurlongreynolds.com.
Bruce Langton photo from www.brucelangton.com.

Happy 10th anniversary to Books to Bridge the Region and happy 200th birthday
to the Hoosier state! Thank you to our funder, Purdue University Northwest.
Take a moment to Like us on Facebook! Visit www.books2bridge.org to see
upcoming events, as well as resources from past years:
2007: “Our Choices, Our World”
2008: “Journeys and Quests”
2009: “Family Matters”
2010: “Put Your Nose in a Book, NWI”
2011: “Learning From Our Past; Empowering Our Future”

2012:
2013:
2014:
2015:

“Where in the World Are You From?”
“Forces of Nature: What Would YOU Do?”
“Ordinary Heroes, Extraordinary Deeds”
“Secrets We Keep”

