Books to Bridge the Region (B2BR) is a reading initiative encompassing the Northwest Indiana counties of
Jasper, Lake, La Porte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski and Starke.
Its mission is to connect our communities through reading
and to promote literacy in our seven counties. It is our hope that families/communities
will read together, and that readers of all ages can enjoy the conversations generated by
these books. B2BR is an all-volunteer group whose members represent a variety of
organizations and institutions such as universities, adult education, public libraries,
literacy organizations/coalitions, book stores, media, etc. B2BR welcomes new members
who are interested in promoting literacy and fostering reading among residents of the
Calumet Region.
B2BR identifies a theme for each year, and selects books at three reading levels.
For our 11th anniversary year we are joining Indiana’s initiative, One State / One Story:
Frankenstein commemorating the 200th anniversary of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
As some readers may find the 19th-century language challenging, for our adult selection we’ve chosen a version
that combines today’s popular graphic novel format with the original text from Shelley’s work.




ADULT: Frankenstein: The Graphic Novel (Original Text) by Mary Shelley.
MIDDLE READER: Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor by Jon Scieszka; illustrated by Brian Biggs.
CHILDREN: Frankie Stein by Lola M. Schaefer; illustrated by Kevan Atteberry.

One State / One Story: Frankenstein is an Indiana Humanities program and has been made possible in part by a major grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities and in partnership with the Indiana State Library and Indiana Center for the Book. Any views, findings,
conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
PO Box 606, Hammond, IN 46325-0606  www.books2bridge.org  E-mail: info@books2bridge.org

ADULT TITLE: Frankenstein: The Graphic Novel (Original Text)
by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
ABOUT THE BOOK: Conceived as part of a literary game among friends in 1816, Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein is today regarded as a classic piece of 19th century literature. The story begins with the
journey of an adventurer, Robert Walton, who saves the life of a man at the North Pole. That man, Victor
Frankenstein, tells Walton about his experiments with the creation of life and how he ended up at the
North Pole. Through this simple plot device, Shelley was able to deal with serious real-world issues like
acceptance, tolerance, and understanding, as well as the universal human need for companionship and
love. The novel, of course, inspired a host of films, from the 1931 classic starring Boris Karloff to Andy
Warhol’s Frankenstein, and more recently, a series of novels by Dean Koontz. This version, though slightly
abridged, retains much of the original dialogue and remains true to Shelley’s brilliant vision. (from the publisher)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mary Shelley (née Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin, often known as Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley; 17971851) was a British novelist, short story writer, dramatist, essayist, biographer, travel writer, and editor of the works of her
husband, Romantic poet and philosopher Percy Bysshe Shelley. She was the daughter of the political philosopher William Godwin and the writer, philosopher, and feminist Mary Wollstonecraft.

Mary Shelley was taken seriously as a writer in her own lifetime, though reviewers often missed the political edge to her novels.
After her death, however, she was chiefly remembered only as the wife of Percy Bysshe Shelley and as the author of Frankenstein. It was not until 1989, when Emily Sunstein published her prizewinning biography Mary Shelley: Romance and Reality, that a
full-length scholarly biography analyzing all of Shelley’s letters, journals, and works within their historical context was published.
The well-meaning attempts of Mary Shelley’s son and daughter-in-law to “Victorianise” her memory through the censoring of
letters and biographical material contributed to a perception of Mary Shelley as a more conventional, less reformist figure than
her works suggest. Her own timid omissions from Percy Shelley’s works and her quiet avoidance of public controversy in the
later years of her life added to this impression.
The eclipse of Mary Shelley’s reputation as a novelist and biographer meant that, until the last thirty years, most of her works
remained out of print, obstructing a larger view of her achievement. She was seen as a one-novel author, if that. In recent decades, however, the republication of almost all her writings has stimulated a new recognition of its value. Her voracious reading
habits and intensive study, revealed in her journals and letters and reflected in her works, is now better appreciated. Shelley’s
recognition of herself as an author has also been recognized; after Percy’s death, she wrote about her authorial ambitions: “I
think that I can maintain myself, and there is something inspiriting in the idea.” Scholars now consider Mary Shelley to be a
major Romantic figure, significant for her literary achievement and her political voice as a woman and a liberal. (GoodReads.com)

AWARDS AND REVIEWS: YALSA’s Great Graphic Novel for Teens (2010); starred review from School Library Journal.
TEACHING GUIDE: A 12-page sample is available at http://www.classicalcomics.com/product/frankenstein-graphic-novel-us/
A Teaching Resource Pack may be purchased at http://www.classicalcomics.com/product/frankenstein-teaching-resource-pack-us/

CREDITS: Frankenstein: The Graphic Novel (Original Text) by Mary Shelley. Script Adaptation: Jason Cobley. Linework: Declan
Shalvey. Art Direction: Jon Haward. Colouring: Jason Cardy & Kat Nicholson. Lettering: Terry Wiley. Copyright Classical Comics, Ltd.;
2008. Cover photo: Classical Comics, Ltd. Mary Shelley bio: extracted from GoodReads.com.

MIDDLE READER TITLE: Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor
by Jon Scieszka; illustrated by Brian Biggs
ABOUT THE BOOK: Frank Einstein is a kid genius who loves figuring out how the world works by creating household contraptions that are part science, part imagination, and definitely unusual. After an
uneventful experiment with a garage-lab artificially intelligent RoboBug, a lightning storm, and a flash
of electricity, Frank's inventions — the robots Klink and Klank — suddenly come to life. The wisecracking Klink and the overly expressive Klank are a help as Frank attempts to perfect his Dark Energy
Drive - until Frank's arch nemesis, T. Edison, steals Klink and Klank for his evil plan!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jon Scieszka (pronounced SHEH-ska) received a master’s degree from Columbia University. He was a school teacher and is the author of several
bestselling children’s books, including The Stinky Cheese Man, which won a Caldecott
Honor medal, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs and the Time Warp Trio, a chapter
book series. In 2008, he was appointed the first National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, a position created by the Library of Congress. Scieszka is the founder of Guys Read, a nonprofit literacy organization. His website
is www.jsworldwide.com/

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR: Brian Biggs lives in Philadelphia. He works in an old garage and writes about himself in the third person. He has worked as an art director, graphic designer, animator, teacher, writer, and illustrator. His website is www.mrbiggs.com

AWARDS/REVIEWS: Booklist, starred review. "With humor, straightforward writing, tons of illustrations, and
a touch of action at the end, this book is accessible and easy to read, making it an appealing choice for reluctant readers. A solid start to the series." — School Library Journal

TEACHING GUIDE and ACTIVITY GUIDE are found at frankeinsteinbooks.com/book-1-the-antimatter-motor/
CREDITS: Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor. Text copyright 2014 by Jon Scieszka; illustrations copyright 2014 by Brian
Biggs. Book design: Chad W. Beckerman. Published 2014 by Amulet, an imprint of Abrams. http://frankeinsteinbooks.com
Cover photo: frankeinsteinbooks.com/ Jon Scieszka photo: jsworldwide.com. Brian Biggs photo: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Biggs

CHILDREN’S/EASY TITLE: Frankie Stein
by Lola M. Schaefer; illustrated by Kevan Atteberry
ABOUT THE BOOK: Frankie Stein comes into the world on a bright, sunny day.
He’s not at all like his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Stein. They’re scary looking.
He’s cute. They try to make him look like them. They can’t. But he does end up
being scary—just in his own way! Kevan Atteberry’s digital illustrations lend a hand
to this family-friendly story perfect for a Halloween read aloud.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Lola M. Schaefer is an author of more than 270 children’s
books, and is a national writing consultant. She is the author of 12 Scholastic Teaching
Resource books that focus on strategies to improve student writing. Schaefer was a classroom teacher in grades K-7
for 18 years, as well as a graduate-level college instructor who taught classes on writing in the elementary classroom.
She received her B.S. in Education and her M.S. in Education from Indiana University. She is a member of the International Reading Association and the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. Lola formerly resided in Indiana,
but now lives with her husband in the mountains of north Georgia near the start of the Appalachian Trail. Her website
is www.lolaschaefer.com

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR: Kevan is an illustrator/writer living in the Seattle area. He has been drawing
since he was knee-high to a crayon. He has designed and illustrated many things including award-winning
children's books. His biggest claim to fame is creating Clippy the paperclip helper in Microsoft Office which
still annoys millions of people every day. His website is www.kevanatteberry.com

AWARDS/REVIEWS: Children’s Choice Book Award for Kindergarten through Grade 2 (2008)
CREDITS: Frankie Stein. Text copyright 2007 by Lola M. Schaefer; illustrations copyright 2007 by Kevan J. Atteberry.
Book design: Anahid Hamperian. Editor: Margery Cuyler. Published 2007 by Marshall Cavendish & 2009 by Two Lions.
Cover photo: goodreads.com/book/show/1826993.Frankie_Stein
Lola M. Schaefer photo: lolaschaefer.com. Kevan Atteberry photo: kevanatteberrry.com

Thank you to our funder, Purdue University Northwest.
Take a moment to Like us on Facebook!
Visit www.books2bridge.org to see upcoming events, as well as resources from past years:
2007: “Our Choices, Our World”
2008: “Journeys and Quests”
2009: “Family Matters”
2010: “Put Your Nose in a Book, NWI”
2011: “Learning From Our Past; Empowering Our Future”

2012:
2013:
2014:
2015:
2016:

“Where in the World Are You From?”
“Forces of Nature: What Would YOU Do?”
“Ordinary Heroes, Extraordinary Deeds”
“Secrets We Keep”
“Read IN-diana”

