
 
The Ride of Our Lives is the humorous yet deeply moving 
account of NBC journalist Mike Leonard's cross-country odyssey 
with his eccentric parents, three grown children, and a daughter-
in-law. Full of ups and downs, laughs and tears, the month-long 
journey becomes a much larger tale of hope, persistence, and 
valuable lessons learned along the way. 
     A celebration of the ties between parents and children, as well 
as the unforgettable community of people one can meet across America, The 
Ride of Our Lives is an inspiring narrative of self-discovery and self-fulfillment 
and how one unique family found blessings and simple pleasures on the road 
called life.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
• Mike Leonard was inspired to take his journey because of the advancing 
age of his parents and the increasingly adult responsibilities of his children. 
What made this a good time for the family members to reconnect? 

• Did you watch the “Ride of Our Lives” video series on PBS? Which did you 
enjoy most, the book or the series? Why? 

• Why do you think Jack and Marge have enjoyed such a solid marriage?  
Do their personality differences create a balance or do they simply enjoy being 
off-balance? 

• How valuable was the journey to the Leonard children who participated — 
sons Matt and Brendan, daughter Kerry and daughter-in-law Margarita?  Can 
you picture them taking a similar journey with their own parents and children 
some day? 

• Mike indicates that there are many untold stories in his parents’ past — his 
mother’s relationship with her father, the death of Jack and Marge’s first child. 
Does the journey in some way help Mike find out more about these dark places 
in his family’s history? 

• Do you identify more with Marge’s pessimism or her husband’s optimism?  
Which seems to be a more realistic outlook? A more desirable outlook?  

• Mike tells us that he fears the passage of time. His children joke about his 
obsession with fitness. Does he seem like a “driven” personality? 
 

Mike Leonard is a TV 
journalist who has 
worked for the Today 
show for almost 30 
years.  His stories about 
everyday life are his 
trademark due to the 
unique, creative way he 
pulls together his pieces.   
     He also works 
alongside his family in 
Picture Show Films. This 
production company is 
digital video only and 
has done many critically-
acclaimed television 
shows along with other 
projects, including fund-
raising videos and 
corporate training.   
     Leonard lives in 
Illinois with his wife.  
They have four grown 
children and three 
grandchildren. 

2009 Theme:  Family Matters 
 

Adult Selection: 
 

The Ride of Our Lives by Mike Leonard  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Mike Leonard has made a career out of observing, filming and writing 
about small moments in life. Do you think his observations have anything to 
teach us? 

• The book ends with a new addition to the family. Does this give you a 
sense that when once journey ends, another begins? Do you feel inspired to 
take your own family journey? 

 
Related Materials: 
Books about Families: 
 Buffalo Soldier by Chris Bohjalian 
 The Center of Everything by Laura Moriarty 
 The Color of Water by James McBride 
 Digging to America by Anne Tyler 
 The Film Club by David Gilmour 
 The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 
 The God of Animals by Aryn Kyle 
 Heart in the Right Place by Carolyn Jourdan 
 The Rich Part of Life by Jim Kokoris 
 Run by Ann Patchett 
 The Space Between Before and After by Jean Reynolds Page 
 The Stone Diaries by Carol Shields 
 

Websites related to Leonard family adventures:  
 

 http://mikeleonard.pictureshowfilms.com 
 http://www.pictureshowfilms.com 
 http://rideofourlives.com 

Activity Ideas: 
 
Host a geo-caching 

program. (Visit 
www.geocaching 
.com for details.) 
 

Sponsor or attend a 
scrapbooking 
activity. 
 

Schools/libraries can 
sponsor a day trip 
program and talk 
about various 
activities available 
in your area for 
families to 
experience 
together. 
 

Rent an RV for a 
day and conduct a 
book discussion in 
it, or contact an 
RV dealership and 
ask about holding 
a Ride of Our 
Lives discussion in 
one of the 
vehicles! 
 

Jack has lots of good 
stories.  Host a 
storytelling 
contest or 
competition 
between 
generations. 
 Author photo and cover art:  Courtesy Random House/Ballantine Books. 

Text from THE RIDE OF OUR LIVES, © 2006  by Mike Leonard;  
reprinted by permission of Random House. 

Mike Leonard participates in Books to Bridge the Region on Thursday,  
October 22, 2009. Both events are free and open to the public: 
 

• 2 to 3 p.m.: Purdue University Calumet, 2200 169th St., Hammond, IN, 
46323: Alumni Hall, 2nd floor, Student Union and Library Building 

• 6 to 7 p.m.: LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave., LaPorte, IN  
 

See the website at www.books2bridge.org for information on all events. 

http://mikeleonard.pictureshowfilms.com/�
http://www.pictureshowfilms.com/�
http://rideofourlives.com/�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



