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PICTURE/EASY SELECTION:  

Tico and the Golden Wings 

by Leo Lionni 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 
PO Box 606  
Hammond, IN 46325-0606 
www.books2bridge.org 
E-mail: info@books2bridge.org 

2012 Theme: 

Selections for three reading levels 

How you can participate: 
 

Read the book for your level. 
Discuss the books with your  
family and friends. 
Attend our special events. 
Plan events or activities with your 
organization or family. 

Middle Reader Selection:                          
American Born Chinese 

by Gene Luen Yang 

Adult Selection: 
Girl in Translation  
by Jean Kwok 

 
 

 

 

 

PICTURE/EASY SELECTION:  

Tico and the Golden Wings 

by Leo Lionni 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 
PO Box 606  
Hammond, IN 46325-0606 
www.books2bridge.org 
E-mail: info@books2bridge.org 

2012 Theme: 

Selections for three reading levels 

How you can participate: 
 

Read the book for your level. 
Discuss the books with your  
family and friends. 
Attend our special events. 
Plan events or activities with your 
organization or family. 

Middle Reader Selection:                          
American Born Chinese 

by Gene Luen Yang 

Adult Selection: 
Girl in Translation  
by Jean Kwok 

2012 Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a smartphone? Scan this QR code 
to link to our website for the very latest 

information on events taking place 

across Northwest Indiana,  
or visit us at www.books2bridge.org  

 

We appreciate our collaboration 

with Time Out for Reading, an 

event of the 
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Picture/Easy Selection: Tico and the  

Golden Wings by Leo Lionni 

Theme:  Where in the World Are You From? 

Events 
 

Fri., Oct. 5, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 
10th Annual Time Out for Reading 
 

Join thousands across Northwest  
Indiana and “Put Your Nose in a Book!”  
(Sponsored by Northwest Indiana Liter-

acy Coalition and literacy partners.)  
 

For events in Northwest Indiana,  
visit www.books2bridge.org    

Plan your own event around the book, 
and submit it to our online calendar. 

 

  Activities 
 

Hold a book discussion for young 
children. At the end of the discussion, 
give each child a bag with a feather 
and a little note that says “I am giving 
you this feather because you are spe-
cial and unique. Now it is your turn to 
give it to someone else. Do something 
generous for someone, and then give 
them the feather and note.”  

At the end of the story, Tico realizes it’s 
okay to be different from his friends. 
Have children do a fingerprint art pro-
ject.  Show children how fingerprints 
make us all different. 

Create a golden feather using con-
struction paper, scissors, glue, and 
gold glitter. 

Picture/Easy Selection: Tico and the  

Golden Wings by Leo Lionni 

Tico and the Golden Wings: Published by 

Dragonfly Books, an imprint of Random House.  

Cover and excerpts from Tico and the Golden 

Wings by Leo Lionni; used with permission. 

Theme:  Where in the World Are You From? 

All Tico the wingless bird wants are golden 
wings to carry him over the mountaintops. 
But when Tico's wish is granted, none of 
his friends will talk to him. 
 

“What's so wrong with being different?” 
Tico wonders all alone.  
 

As he gives his golden feathers to people in 
need, black feathers appear in their place. 
Though Tico’s friends are relieved to know 
he is just like they are, Tico knows that he is 
more than the color of his wings. 

Discussion Questions 
 

When do Tico’s friends become 

angry with him, and why? 

What lesson did Tico learn as he  

began giving away his golden feath-

ers to people who needed them 

more than he did? 

What are some ways we can be  

generous? When have you been  

generous? When has someone 

been generous to you? 

At the beginning of the story Tico 

felt bad because he was different; 

at the end he realized it was okay  

to be different. Why do you think 

he felt this way? 

Are you different from your 

friends? How are you different? 

The wishingbird in the story gives 

Tico golden wings. Imagine that a 

wishingbird granted you one wish.  

What would you wish for? 

Leo Lionni, internationally known 
designer, illustrator, and graphic artist, 
was born in Holland and lived in Italy 

until he came to the United States in 
1939. He was the recipient of the 1984 
American Institute of Graphic Arts Gold 
Medal and was honored posthumously 

in 2007 with the Society of Illustrators’ 
Lifetime Achievement Award. His 
picture books include four Caldecott 
Honor Books: Inch by Inch, Frederick, 

Swimmy, and Alexander and the Wind-
Up Mouse. 
 

Lionni died in 1999 at the age of 89. 
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