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2008 Theme: Journeys and Quests 
• Shadow Divers by Robert Kurson 
• The Lightning Thief  by Rick Riordan 
• The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman  

by Darcy Pattison  

2007 Theme: Our Choices, Our World 
• Into the Forest by Jean Hegland 
• Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat 
• Flush by Carl Hiassen 
• The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry

   
2009 Theme: Family Matters 

• The Ride of Our Lives by Mike Leonard 
• The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963  

by Christopher Paul Curtis 
• A Day with Wilbur Robinson  

by William Joyce  

2010 Theme: Put Your Nose  
in a Book, NWI 

• Bowling Across America by Mike Walsh 
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney 
• I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato  

by Lauren Child  

For  several  years,  Books  to  Bridge  the  Region  has  joined  with  the  
Northwest  Indiana  Literacy  Coalition  and  its  affiliates,  along  with  many  
area  libraries  to  distribute  “Lit  Kits”  containing  books,  discussion  guides  
and  bookmarks  to  every  school  and  library  in  our  7‐county  region.    
We gratefully acknowledge the hard work of our partners in literacy.  

 
Donors and program partners  
not available at press time  
will be acknowledged on the  
Books to Bridge the Region website. 

B2BR thanks 
these  
program  
partners: 

5th Annual  
Northwest Indiana  

reading event  
for all ages! 

READING GUIDE 

Selections for three reading levels: 

 ADULTS — Hart’s War 

 MIDDLE READERS — The Boy in the  
  Striped Pajamas 

 PICTURE/EASY — Boxes for Katje 

2011 Theme:   

”Some of our best stories reside in our wake, and …they tell us 
much about where we are heading.“ — Hart’s War 



Introduction 

Rationale 

     The 5th annual Books to Bridge the Region is a reading initiative 
for all ages encompassing seven Northwest Indiana counties:  
Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, and Starke.    
     Books to Bridge the Region is a collaborative effort, is not owned  
or managed by any one entity, and does not intend to replace other area  
“One Read” programs. On the contrary, Books to Bridge the Region 
encourages participation in all programs that foster reading. 

     Books to Bridge the Region uses a themed approach with selections  
at several reading levels so that families can read together, and readers  
of all ages can enjoy the conversations generated by these books.   
     The books were selected for their subject matter, writing quality, and 
reading pleasure. We hope that participants will enjoy the books, and find 
much to discuss with members of their families and communities. 

Goals 
 

     The goals of Books to Bridge the Region are to promote literacy,  
to create conversations among communities, and to foster critical  
thinking related to a topic. 

Have a smartphone ? Scanning the 
QR code at left will take you to  
Books to Bridge the Region’s website, 
where you can view the latest news 
as well as event updates. 

The views of the authors are not necessarily those of the BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION 
committee, its funders or  participating entities. You are encouraged to read the books first to 
determine their suitability for your family or organization. Those participating in or 
attending programs sponsored by BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION or its participating 
entities agree to hold BOOKS TO BRIDGE THE REGION and such entities harmless from any 
illness, injury, damages, or other consequences that result from participation or attendance. 

Related Materials 
 

If you enjoyed Boxes for Katje, we recommend the 
following books: 
 
• One Candle by Eve Bunting 

• So Far from the Sea by Eve Bunting 

• Mama Played Baseball by David Adler 

• The Enemy by Davide Cali 

• Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine, and a Miracle by Brian Dennis 

• Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say 

• The Cats in Krasinski Square by Karen Hesse 

 
 

Websites and resources for Boxes for Katje: 
 

• Activity guide prepared by the Illinois School Library Media Association:  
http://ux1.eiu.edu/~psstorm/Monarch08/boxes.html 

•  Informational guide on the Macmillan website: 
http://media.us.macmillan.com/teachersguides/9780374309220TG.pdf 

•  Home school study guide for boxes for Katje: 
http://www.homeschoolshare.com/boxes_for_katje.php 

 
Author’s website: http://www.candacefleming.com 

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 

“With so little food in Holland, it is hard to keep 
anyone fed.  Your gift has surely helped us.” 



Discussion Questions 

• Discuss how Katje reacts when she gets the first package. She rubs her 
fingers over the letters USA and whispers "The land of plenty." Why do 
you think she was so amazed to get something from America? 

• Have you ever done something to help someone in need? If so, what 
have you done? 

• What people today need our help? 

• Katje said that it had been many years since she tasted chocolate. What 
is the one sweet treat you would miss the most if you didn’t have sugar 
to bake with? 

• Rosie helped Katje by sending her a package of goods; Katje helped her 
community by sharing those goods with everyone.  Do you think both 
Rosie and Katje are good citizens of their community? 

• What do you think Katje’s gift of tulip bulbs meant to Rosie?   

“A big, heavy box from America!” 

Activity Ideas 
 

• Plan a food drive and help out others in need, either in your local area 
or in a country torn by warfare. 

• Start a pen pal program with students; write to children in other areas 
of the country or around the world. 

• Plant tulips to celebrate Dutch culture. 

• Create an American flag and a flag for the Netherlands and hang them 
together. 

• Find Katje’s town on a map and look at the distance between her home 
and yours. Would you like to travel there? 

• Katje’s family makes their own soap to use when they are unable to buy 
soap.  Make your own soap. 

Programs and Events 
 

Fri., Sept. 30 Time Out for Reading — Join thousands 
10:00 a.m. across Northwest Indiana and “Put Your  
  Nose in a Book!” For more information, go to 
  www.nwiliteracy.org. (Sponsored by the 
  Northwest Indiana Literacy Coalition,  
  Hammond Reads, and other literacy partners.) 

 

September -  Books to Bridge the Region partners with Purdue University   
November  Calumet, Ivy Tech Community College, the Gary Literacy  
   Coalition and other organizations to plan  exciting programs 
   relating to this year’s theme. To view the calendar and see  
   program details as they become available, visit our website, 
   www.books2bridge.org    
 

   In addition, many area libraries will host book discussions 
   and other Books to Bridge the Region events. Contact your 
   local library for more information, or check the events  
   calendar at our website.  
 

   Organizations are also invited and encouraged to plan  
   events, using this year’s theme, selected books, or related  
   titles. Feel free to tailor your event to suit your audience,  
   membership, schedule or budget. Examples of events are  
   film screenings, book discussions, readers’ theater, lectures 
   or presentations, service projects, and visual or creative arts. 
   Use your imagination! Events that are open to the public  
   may be submitted for inclusion on our online calendar. 

Adult Selection: John Katzenbach’s  
Hart’s War 

Middle Reader Selection: John Boyne’s  
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: a Fable 

Picture Book/Easy Selection: Candace Fleming’s  
Boxes for Katje 

2011 List of Titles 



By John Katzenbach 

     His B-52 was shot down over Germany in 1942 and 
Lt. Tommy Hart is spending the rest of the war as a 
guest of the Third Reich in Luft Stalag 13. Tensions 
erupt when Lincoln Scott, an African American 
Tuskegee Airman, arrives in camp, and is quickly 
charged with the murder of another camp inmate. 

     The prisoners demand a trial and Hart, a student 
at Harvard Law School before the war, is assigned to 
the defense of what is clearly expected to be an open-
and-shut case. But Hart is determined to mount the 
best possible defense under the circumstances, and 

his investigations begin to blur the line between enemy and ally, and 
between justice and integrity.  

Awards and Reviews 
 

“Fascinating and powerful as both a war novel and a legal thriller, Hart’s 
War is a compelling read.”        — The San Francisco Examiner 

“Katzenbach weaves a complex and intriguing mystery while at the  
same time illuminating a piece of history.”  — Jonathan Harr, author of  
      A Civil Action 

“At the end of the novel, when you think you’ve taken the measure of the 
writer and the drama he has created, Katzenbach delivers a literary punch 
to the solar plexus  that catches the reader unaware and, ultimately,  
leaves you  pondering whether one live is worth more than another.”   
         — The Denver Post 

“Ain’t nothing ever the same for two men in 
this world.  Not ever.  Except maybe death.” 

2011 Adult Selection: 

Hart’s War About the Author: 
Candace Fleming 

 

     Candace Fleming, who was born in 
Michigan City, Indiana, is the author of 
many books for children. Some of her other 
stories include The Fabled Fifth Graders of 
Aesop Elementary School, The Hatmaker’s 
Sign: A Story by Benjamin Franklin and  
A Big Cheese for the White House: The  
True Tale of a Tremendous Cheddar.     

    In addition to writing for children,  
Candace enjoys studying history. As she 
says, “Some of the best stories are true ones — tales of heroism and 
villainy made more incredible by the fact that they really happened.”  

    She lives near Chicago, Illinois.  

About the Illustrator: 
Stacey Dressen-McQueen 

 

     Stacey Dressen-McQueen grew up on a 
North Dakota farm, but now lives and works 
in Portland, Oregon. 

     In her artwork she likes to use a mix of 
acrylic paint, oil, pastel and colored pencil. 
     In addition to Boxes for Katje, Stacey  
has illustrated The Elephant Quilt: Stitch by 
Stitch to California, Behind the Museum  
Door and The Biggest Soap. 

     Stacey’s most recent illustrations are found in the book, How Dalia 
Put a Big Yellow Comforter Inside a Tiny Blue Box by Linda Heller. 

     Her favorite word is “beautiful.” 

Candace Fleming photo by Scott Fleming. Cover art, Stacey Dressen-McQueen 
photo, and text courtesy of Farrar Straus Giroux Books for Young Readers, an 
imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group. Used with permission.  



By Candace Fleming 

Boxes for Katje 

     After World War II there is little left  
in Katje's town of Olst in Holland. Her family, 
like most Dutch families, must patch their  
old worn clothing and go without everyday 
things like soap and milk.  

     Then one spring morning, the postman 
delivers a mysterious box from America! Full 
of soap, socks, and chocolate, the box has 
been sent by Rosie, an American girl from 
Mayfield, Indiana. Her package is part of a 

goodwill effort to help the people of Europe.  Katje responds with a letter 
of thanks, and the two girls become pen pals.  That simple seed of 
friendship will grow into something extraordinary. 

2011 Picture Book/Easy Selection: 

Awards and Reviews 
2004 Great Lakes Book Award for Children’s Literature 

2004 IRA Teachers’ Choice Award 

Publisher's Weekly Best Book of 2003 

“As heartwarming and uplifting as a bouquet of tulips.”  — Kirkus Reviews 

“A good choice for storyhour as well as for independent reading and an 
excellent discussion starter.”                 — School Library Journal 

"Fleming’s engaging story of post-WWII Holland serves as a potent and 
merry lesson in generosity.”    — Publishers Weekly 

“Your friendship has not only filled our  
stomachs, it has lifted our spirits as well.” 

About the Author: 
John Katzenbach 

     In addition to Hart’s War, John Katzenbach’s 
many books include:  In the Heat of the Summer 
(adapted for the screen as “The Mean Season”), 
First Born,  The Traveler, Day of Reckoning, Just 
Cause (which was also made into a film), The 
Shadow Man, State of Mind, The Analyst, The 
Madman’s Tale, and The Wrong Man. 

     Katzenbach has been a criminal court reporter 
for The Miami Herald and a featured writer for the 
Herald's Tropic  magazine.  He lives in western 
Massachusetts with his family and his dog.    

     According to Katzenbach’s website, he hates middle age, and was  
once an avid runner but now merely lurches and staggers five miles  
a day out of habit. Also, his life would probably be considered fairly  
normal and boring, except for his addiction to fly fishing.   

Text and cover art courtesy of Ballantine Books, an imprint of Random House.  
Used with permission. 

Activity Ideas 
 

• Watch the film version of Hart’s War, starring Bruce Willis and Colin 
Farrell.  Discuss the differences between the movie and the book. 

• Have veterans from your local community come in and share  
memorabilia and stories. 

• Create a visual timeline to summarize major events during World War II, 
including a map that shows key locations. 

• Design a display that honors the service and sacrifice of American  
armed forces.  

• Participate in or support a local “Honor Flight” event, giving veterans 
the opportunity to fly to Washington, D.C. to visit the monuments 
dedicated to their service and sacrifice. 



Discussion Questions 
 

• Hart’s War describes life in a German camp for prisoners of war. How do 
the “kriegies” survive their imprisonment? In what ways do you think some 
men might have been better equipped for the experience than others?  

• Tapping his forehead, Tommy says, “Sometimes you’ve got to find your 
freedom up here.” How were some of the other characters able to do that? 

• Lt. Lincoln Scott is part of a select group of flyers known as The Tuskegee 
Airmen. What made this group so special? 

• Racial discrimination is not the only type of separation taking place in the 
POW camp.  In what other ways are the prisoners segregated by stalag 
rules and also by their own choices?  

• If you were in Tommy Hart’s situation, who would you think was your 
greatest enemy? How might you decide who to trust? 

• What is the significance of the 84 red hats? 

• Was Vincent Bedford a bad person? Why or why not? 

• One of the central issues in the book is the sacrifice of one man for the 
greater good. How did you feel about this concept?  Would you have made 
the same choices as characters such as Tommy, Colonel McNamara, or the 
Commandant? 

• There are multiple scenes of suspense in the book. Were you surprised at 
the plot twists? What occurred that you did not expect? 

• Are concepts like guilt and innocence treated differently in times of war? 

• The author uses an epilogue to give the reader information on the 
ultimate fate of many characters in the book. Did you think this was 
effective?  Why or why not? 

“I want to live just as much as you, or  
any man here.  But I’m not willing to be 
somebody different in order to survive.” 

“We must all keep ourselves safe until this is 
all over.  What more can we do than that  

after all?  It’s not up to us to change things.”   

Related Materials 
 

If you enjoyed The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, we recommend  
the following books: 

 

• Jacob’s Rescue by Malka Drucker and Michael Halperin 

• Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 

• Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

• The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  

• Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac  

• The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

 
Websites and resources for The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: 
 

• Random House teacher’s guide: 
http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?
isbn=9780385751063&view=tg 

• Detailed discussion guide to accompany the film version: 
http://www.socialstudies.com/pdf/BVH119DVG.pdf 

• Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum: The official site  
of the memorial and museum at Auschwitz: 
www.auschwitz.org.pl 

• The Holocaust/Shoah Page: Map and discussion of Nazi death camps: 
www.mtsu.edu/~baustin/holocamp.html 

• Holocaust Cybrary: Links to Auschwitz tour resources. 
http://www.remember.org/auschwitz/ 

Author’s website: http://www.johnboyne.com 

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 



Discussion Questions 
 

• Bruno and Shmuel have some things in common, but are different from 
each other in many ways. Which do you think are more important, the 
similarities or the differences? Why? 

• Why do you think that author John Boyne describes his book as  
“a fable?” 

• As readers, we understand more about Bruno’s situation than he does.   
Do you think that is an effective way to tell the story?   

• Innocence can mean “unknowing” or “not to blame.” What kinds of 
innocence apply to the characters in this story? 

• Are there times in your own childhood when you saw something 
differently than you do today? Can adults also be naïve at times? 

• The author uses some wordplay with words such as “Fury” and “Out-
With.” How do these word choices affect the reader? Are they just puns,  
or do you think they convey more than that? 

• We see his father through Bruno’s eyes. How did you feel about him 
while you were reading the book?  Was he a good father? 

• Bruno sees Pavel and Shmuel being mistreated. Have you ever seen 
someone you know being mistreated? How did it make you feel? Are  
there people in the world today being mistreated through prejudice or 
misunderstanding?   

• When you hear someone make a comment about people based on 
stereotypes and prejudice, what do you usually do? How hard is it to  
stand up to discrimination? 

• When Bruno puts on the dirty striped pajamas, he remembers when his 
grandmother told him, “You wear the right outfit and you feel like the 
person you’re pretending to be.” At what other times has Bruno 
experienced this? Is it also true for his father? For Pavel? What does this 
statement contribute to the overall meaning of the story? 

• How did you feel about the way the book ended? Why do you think the 
author chose that ending? How does it fit with his description of the 
book as a fable? 

Related Materials 
 

If you enjoyed Hart’s War, we recommend the following books: 

 

• The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman 

• Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum 

• Tallgrass by Sandra Dallas 

• Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

• Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 

• Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

• A Pebble in My Shoe by Katherine Hoeger Flotz 

• Miracle at St. Anna by James McBride 

 

Websites related to WWII:  
 

• Official website of the Tuskegee Airmen: 
http://www.tuskegeeairmen.org/ 

• Site of the National WWII monument in Washington, D.C.: 
http://www.wwiimemorial.com/ 

• Home site of the Honor Flight Network: 
http://www.honorflight.org/ 

• National Archives site with photos and records relating to WWII: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/index.html 

Author’s website:  http://www.johnkatzenbach.com  

“It’s not the time it keeps,” Tommy said  
in reply. “It’s the time it promises.” 

Additional questions, activities and materials may be found at www.books2bridge.org. 



 By John Boyne 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

     Described by the author as a fable, The Boy  
in the Striped Pajamas introduces us to a young 
German boy named Bruno. His father is a Nazi 
officer, but naïve Bruno has been shielded  
from many of the harsh truths surrounding  
his privileged life. When his father is appointed 
commandant of a concentration camp in Poland, 
the family leaves behind their lovely house  
in Berlin.  

     Bored and lonely in his new home, and not 
really understanding the circumstances of his new 

surroundings, one day Bruno approaches a barbed wire fence and meets a 
boy his same age wearing “striped pajamas.”  The two boys commence an 
unlikely friendship that will generate questions about innocence, 
discrimination and humanity.  

2011 Middle Reader Selection: 

Awards and Reviews 
“His combination of strong characterization and simple, honest narrative 
make this powerful and memorable tale a unique addition to Holocaust 
literature.”       — School Library Journal 

"A small wonder of a book . . . this is what fiction is supposed to do."  
      —The Guardian (U.K.) 

"A book so simple, so seemingly effortless, that it's almost perfect."  
      — The Irish Independent 

“Powerful and unsettling… as memorable an introduction to the subject  
as The Diary of Anne Frank.”     — USA Today 

“Those people?  Well, they’re not  
people at all, Bruno.” 

About the Author: 
John Boyne 

 

     John Boyne is a full-time writer living 
in Dublin, Ireland. He was educated at 
Trinity College and was a writer-in-
residence at the University of East Anglia 
in Creative Writing and spent many  
years working as a bookseller. 

     This is his first book for young readers. 
Boyne’s other novels include The House of 
Special Purpose, The Absolutist, The Thief 
of Time, Next of Kin, and Crippen. 
         

Activity Ideas 
• Watch the film version of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. 

• Bruno and Shmuel are unlikely friends. Write a story or poem about  
an unlikely friendship.   

• Speak with a Holocaust survivor, or have a Holocaust survivor visit 
your school or library to speak. 

• Create a piece of art (sculpture, painting, or drawing) that represents 
friendship versus hatred and discrimination.   

• This book is described by the author as “a fable.” Hold a contest to 
see who can compose the best fable about an unusual friendship. 

• View the documentary film, Paper Clips, about students in 
Tennessee who collect paper clips in order to get an idea of what  
the number 6,000,000 really looks like. 

• Visit a Holocaust museum. Regionally, there are museums in Skokie, 
Illinois; or in Indianapolis, Terre Haute, or Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Published by David Fickling Books, an imprint of Random House Children’s 
 Publishing. John Boyne photo: Mark Condren. Author photo and cover art  
courtesy of Random House.  
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